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SUBJECT: EC FOREIGN MINISTERS COUNCIL, MAY 3-4: EC/IRAN 
REE: EC BRUSSELS 2667 

1 . DURING THE RESTRICTED PORTION OF THE EC FOREIGN MINISTERS 
COUNCIL MAY 3-4, THE SUBJECT OF EC/IRAN RELATIONS WAS DIS- 
CUSSED. EC VICE PRESIDENT SIR CHRISTOPHER SOAMES MADE A 
PRESENTATION CONCERNING THE COMMISSION'S 

RECENT PROPOSAL TO THE COUNCIL CALLING EOR AN "OUTLINE AGREE- 
MENT ON TRADE AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION" BETWEEN THE EC AND 
IRAN (SEE REFTEL). ACCORDING TO COUNCIL SOURCES, SOAMES 
SOUGHT GENERAL MEMBER STATE BACKING FOR THE OVERALL APPROACH 
SUGGESTED BY THE COMMISSION IN ITS REQUEST FOR A NEGOTIATING 
MANDATE. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THERE WERE A EEW CRITICAL COMMENTS CON- 
CERNING THE COMMISSION'S APPROACH BUT SEVERAL SOURCES HAVE 
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CONFIRMED THAT SOAMES RECEIVED THE GENERAL ENDORSEMENT WHICH 
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HE SOUGHT. WE UNDERSTAND THERE WAS ALSO SOME DISCUSSION 
OE THE IRANIAN DEVELOPMENT PLAN, ESPECIALLY ITS EEEECT 
ON IRANIAN DEMAND EOR EC PRODUCTS. COREPER IS TO CON- 
TINUE CONSIDERATION OE THE EC/IRAN FILE. 

3. IN A SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WITH THE EC COM- 
MISSION WE LEARNED THAT THE COMMISSION EXPECTS THAT EINAL 
COUNCIL APPROVAL OE A NEGOTIATING MANDATE WILL PROBABLY 
NOT MATERIALIZE UNTIL MID-SUMMER AND THEREEORE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WITH IRAN ARE NOT EXPECTED TO OPEN UNTIL AFTER 
THE AUGUST BREAK. HINTON 
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